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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Ethiopia Young Adult Survey in Seven Regions is a population-based survey that took place in 2009 in urban
and rural areas of seven regions: Addis Ababa; Afar; Amhara; Beneshangul Gumuz; Oromiya; Southern
Nations Nationalities, and People’s Region (SNNPR); and Tigray. Nearly 10,000 young people aged 12—24 were
interviewed. The survey provides a baseline for four new initiatives in Ethiopia, including programs devoted
to adolescent and youth health and development, gender-based violence, women’s/gitls’ empowerment, and
female genital cutting/mutilation.

RESEARCH DESIGN

The sample was designed to be representative of the intervention and comparison districts/woredas identified for
the four new initiatives on adolescent health and development, gender-based violence, women’s empowerment,
and female genital cutting/mutilation. A sample of 10,080 adolescent boys and gitls aged 12—24 was drawn, with
equal numbers of male and female adolescents selected. In each region, between three to six districts/woredas
were selected. In all, 31 districts/woredas were selected for the study. Within selected districts/woredas, 252
enumeration areas (EAs) were selected, or 36 EAs per region. In all, 262 interviewers took part in the survey.

All EAs selected for the study first underwent a census of all households, or “household listing,” in order to
establish a sampling frame for the locations. Selection of respondents was random with 20 adolescent boys and
20 adolescent gitls selected per EA. Only one respondent was selected in each household. Male interviewers
interviewed male respondents selected for the survey; females interviewed females. Informed consent was
obtained from respondents and their parents or guardians if they were below age 18. Data were entered at
Population Council offices by 13 data entry clerks. Data were weighted in order to adjust for unequal probabilities
of selection. The survey achieved a 97 percent response rate.

RESULTS

The survey revealed considerable differences in the situations of young men and young women, as well as
differences in the experience of urban and rural youth.

Parental presence: A large proportion of young people had lost one or both parents (20 petcent). Among all
adolescents, significant proportions were not living with either parent, even when they had living parents. This is
especially true for girls. Among girls aged 12-17, 25 percent are living with neither parent. This could be related
to greater levels of early marriage and migration among girls.

Social participation: Boys’ social networks and participation were greater than gitls. Whereas 9 percent of
boys reported having no friends, 21 percent of girls reported no friends. Eight percent of boys had visited a
youth center in the last year, compared to 4 percent of girls. Limited social connections could be due to greater
regulation of girls by their parents, husbands, or other senior members of the household. Nearly 90 percent
of girls needed permission before leaving the house, compared to 77 percent of boys. Greater domestic work
burdens may also result in girls’ diminishing opportunities for social participation and access to programs.

Parent—child relationships & puberty: Less than one third of adolescents reported having discussions with
their parents about HIV and AIDS, sex, and marriage. In addition, only a small minority of mothers or fathers
talked to their children about menstruation or wet dreams, with many young people not having foreknowledge
of either menstruation or wet dreams. The vast majority of both young people and parents wished that they
could communicate more freely with each other. When asked about corporal punishment, boys seemed to be
the target of parental beatings to a greater extent than girls.



Education: Young people’s educational participation seems to be increasing, as reflected in increased rates of
attendance across successive cohorts of young people. Young people, especially those in rural areas, start school
extremely late. This is particularly true for rural boys whose mean age at school entry was over 10 years. Reasons
for boys leaving school were mainly lack of financial support and farming and herding duties; reasons given by
girls were marriage, followed by domestic duties. Less than one third of young people reported receiving family
life education (FLE) in school. One in six gitls reported that they had missed school in the previous year due
to menstruation.

Livelihoods: Few young people have received skills training and, among those who have, most have not put the
skills to use. Reasons for not putting the skills to use were largely inability to find a job or lack of startup capital.
Roughly one third of young people have ever worked for pay. The type of paid work is highly gendered and
boys engage in a wider array of work roles than do girls. Gitls are mainly engaged in domestic work and petty
trade; boys mainly work as farmers, or in a wide variety of other jobs, especially in urban areas. Working young
people work extremely long hours, especially urban young people. Boys earn roughly 50 percent more than girls,
in part because the jobs that girls are engaged in are low-paying, such as domestic work.

Alcobol and chat/kbat: A minotity of young people were regular drinkers; 8 percent of boys and 2 percent of
girls report drinking alcohol two or more times in a week. On average, among those consuming alcohol, they
drank 5 or 6 days in the previous month. Compared with alcohol, chat consumption was more regular among
users. Twelve percent of boys and 3 percent of girls had tried chat, with 86 percent of male ever-users and
71 percent of female ever-users having chewed in the last month. Overall, 3 percent of male youth consider
themselves addicted to chat. Among male users, 16 percent chew 6 to 7 days a week.

Female genital mutilation/cutting: Fifty-eight percent of gitls in the sample were circumcised. As a practice,
circumcision seems to be declining given the declining levels of circumcision across successive cohorts of
girls. Circumcision is very high in Afar region (90 percent), where the most extreme form of circumcision is
practiced. Fifty-nine percent of all circumcised girls oppose their own circumcision and 43 percent of Afar girls
oppose it. Reasons for opposition are mainly founded in the medical complications and illegality of the practice;
reasons for supporting FGM/C are overwhelmingly related to custom and tradition. In Afar, 58 percent of boys
and 41 percent of girls report that they intend to circumecision their daughters.

Sexual activity: Sixteen percent of boys and 36 percent of gitls are sexually experienced. Most sexual activity
takes place in the context of marriage, especially among gitls; 89 percent of girls first had sex with their husband.
Girls’ partners are significantly older than they are, with a mean age difference of 7 years, and 15 percent being
over 10 years younger than their spouses/partners. Peer pressure was not a significant motivator for sex. Among
boys, curiosity and showing love were the main reasons to have sex. For gitls, spousal obligation was the main
reason, as well as demonstration of love and coercion. One third of girls reported a coercive or nonconsensual
condition during their first sexual experience.

Marriage: One third of girls had ever been married compared to 9 percent of boys. Five percent of girls were
already divorced or widowed. The majority of marriages were arranged (70 percent of girls) with arranged
marriages most common in Amhara and Tigray regions. One third of married girls did not want to get married
at the time they did; 10 percent were made to leave school because of the marriage; 22 percent did not want
their marital sexual initiation at the time it happened.

Family planning: Forty-six percent of sexually active married and unmarried females had ever used a family
planning method; 35 percent were currently using a method (41 percent urban females; 26 percent rural
females). The most common methods were injectables (33 percent ever used), followed by pills (13 percent
ever used). Eight percent of women reported that their spouse does not know about their family planning use.
Thirty-one percent of females had ever had a child, with less than half receiving at least one antenatal care visit
and 80 percent delivering at home.



HIV and AIDS: Over 90 percent of respondents had heard of HIV and AIDS and over 90 percent named
sexual intercourse as a mode of transmission. While knowledge was generally high, there are still misconceptions
that HIV is mainly transmitted through sharp objects. Twenty-eight percent of males and 36 percent of females
have received counseling and testing for HIV. Reasons for not testing among sexually experienced youth were
mainly reporting one monogamous partner and not feeling at risk. Among married couples, over one quarter had
tested, three quarters of whom tested as couples. Seven percent of married young women fear their husbands
will give them HIV and 14 percent suspect their spouses of being unfaithful.

Sexual and gender-based violence: There is widespread acceptance of gender-based violence, especially among
rural females. Fifteen percent of sexually experienced young women had ever expetienced forced sex/rape and
a considerable number blamed themselves for the occurrence and did not tell anyone about it. Ten percent of
married young women have experienced physical domestic violence at the hands of their husbands.

Access to and utilization of services: Considering the qualities of health services that young people valued, the
most important characteristic was the friendliness of the provider, followed by low-cost or free services and
services close to their homes. Given the investment in youth centers in Ethiopia, a special study was conducted
within 24 centers. Eleven percent of boys and 6 percent of gitls had ever been to a youth center. Youth centers
were dominated by boys, most of whom lived in the vicinities of the centers and visited multiple times in a
week.

Recommendations: The study findings reveal many results with direct implications for programs:

*  Given the large number of young people living away from parents, additional attention should be paid
to this sub-group of youth, and to increasing the social networks and safety nets for the most vulnerable
young people.

*  TFew young people received information on sexual and reproductive health or puberty. Boys, in particular,
received health information mainly through friends. Additional attention should be given to providing
reproductive health information, including information on puberty. This includes providing information
through schools, and for young people who are outside of the school environment.

*  Young men described considerable violence from parents and teachers. Programs for young men should
address this early experience of violence and how this may translate into violence against women later in
life. Young men should be given skills to express themselves beyond the use of force and violence.

*  Work roles among young people were highly gendered with males engaged in a broader array of work
compared to females. In addition, the work that males undertook was generally better paid than paid
work of females. Livelihoods programs should go beyond skills training to include job placement and
apprenticeship, facilitating a smoother transition for young people into the work world.

*  Programs should focus additional attention on marriage as a key driver in early age at sexual initiation and
place more emphasis on marital transmission of HIV. In addition, increased attention should be paid to
nonconsensual sex, especially for girls.

*  Youth centers should be redirected to address the dominance of males at these facilities, either by
capitalizing on their presence and implementing programs for boys, or by providing structured sex-
specific programs, including girls-only spaces.

* Religiousinstitutions reach alarge number of young people in both urban and rural areas. These institutions
should be explored as to their potential to further engage in youth educational and development activities.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

11 BACKGROUND

Ethiopia is the second most populous country in sub-Saharan Africa with an estimated population of 74
million people. Eighty-four percent of the population resides in rural areas. Ethiopian women, adolescents,
and youth are disadvantaged. Women’s status is extremely low, with their situation reflected in extremely poor
economic, social, and health indicators. Many Ethiopian young people face challenges in attaining educational
and livelihoods goals, as well as facing reproductive health and HIV risks.

The status of women in Ethiopia

Girls and women in Ethiopia are at a distinct disadvantage compared to boys and men on a range of issues such
as education and health. Ethiopia is ranked 129" out of 136 countries on the gendet-related development index
(GDI)' > While levels of educational attainment are low, the disparities between men and women are significant.
According to the 2005 Ethiopia Demographic and Health Survey (EDHS), two thirds of Ethiopian women and
gitls have no education, compated to about half of men.’ Disparities in educational attendance and attainment
are particularly apparent at the higher levels, including secondary education and university.

The 2005 EDHS revealed high levels of acceptance of violence against women (VAW). However, few studies
in Ethiopia have measured actual levels of sexual or domestic violence. In addition, Ethiopian girls and women
experience high rates of maternal mortality and morbidity, including fistula and other reproductive health (RH)
problems. Many of the circumstances that make women vulnerable are conditioned during the adolescent years,
including lack of education or eatly school dropout; early marriage that is most often unwanted and without
consent, and early first birth that is socially expected soon after marriage.

Young adulthood in Ethiopia

“Adolescents” are defined as the age group 10-19; those aged 15-24 are considered to be “youth.” “Young
people” encompasses these two categories and includes those aged 10-24. This is a study of young adulthood in
young people” and “young adults” are used interchangeably

29 ¢ 29 ¢

Ethiopia, though the terms “adolescents,
throughout this report.

youth,

The disadvantage and vulnerability of women frequently has roots during adolescence, and Ethiopian girls
face particular challenges including limited access to schooling, early and unwanted marriage, lack of parental
presence, unsafe and exploitive work roles, and coercive sexual relations. Ethiopian boys face other risks and
vulnerabilities. Boys and men are socially expected to dominant, and their role in the family is one of provider
and protector. With many Ethiopians being economically challenged, lack of livelihoods opportunities may
challenge the male role, perhaps promoting violence.

Studies have highlighted that sexual initiation and childbearing begin early in Ethiopia, with young people often
having little knowledge and limited access to reproductive health services. High rates of early marriage take
place in regions such as Amhara and Tigray, including marriage during girls’ early adolescence, by their fifteenth
birthday. These early marriages include early sexual initiation and early first birth. Further, in some regions,
marriage by abduction is practiced, where an unmarried girl is forcefully taken, often followed by rape by her
future husband or gang rape by her husband and friends.

! GDI is a composite index measuring average achievement in three basic dimensions: health, education, and standard of living, adjusted to account for inequalities between men
and women.

* United Nations Development Program (UNDP), Human Development Report: 2007/2008, New York: UNDP.

* Central Statistical Agency (CSA) and ORC Macro. 2006. Ethiopia Demographic and Health Survey 2005., Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and Calverton MD.
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Educational data from Ethiopia reflect recent gains in the expansion of schooling, particularly for urban
populations and at the primary level. Urban—rural differentials in educational participation and attainment are
considerable. Attainment of secondary education is significantly more common among urban young people,
compared to rural youth.

Yet most programs for Ethiopian adolescents remain largely undifferentiated, generic, and gender-blind. Further,
few engage in targeted strategies to identify and support the most vulnerable young people in the population,
including rural youth, migrant populations, and married adolescent girls.

Reproductive health

In 2005, the estimated contraceptive prevalence rate was 14.7 (47 percent in urban areas versus 11 percent in
rural areas). The country has one of the lowest rates of attended births in the world. The maternal mortality
ratio is seven deaths per 1,000 live births (i.e., 673 per 100,000 live births), one of the highest in the region.*
Female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) is very common in Ethiopia. Estimates from 2005 suggest that
74 petcent of Ethiopian women have undergone some form of FGM/C. In the Somali region, 84 percent of
women have undergone FGM/C, mainly infibulation.’

The HIV epidemic in Ethiopia

In sub-Saharan Africa, girls and women are disproportionately affected by the HIV epidemic; 59 percent of
all infections on the continent are among females.® It is estimated that 2.1 percent of the large population
of Ethiopia is HIV positive, with the epidemic concentrated among women and in urban areas’. The HIV
prevalence in urban areas of Ethiopia is an estimated 7.7 percent, with 9.3 percent prevalence among women
and 6.2 prevalence among men—a female to male ratio of 1.5 to 1.* Moreover, the younger the age group, the
greater the gender imbalance in rates of HIV infection, with far greater rates among young women compared to
young men. Formerly married women have among the highest rates of infection, with 8.1 percent of divorced/
separated women and 5.6 percent of widows living with HIV.’

1.2 OBJECTIVES OF THE SURVEY

This research contributes to up-to-date and nuanced understanding of HIV behavior, gender issues, and
reproductive health among young people in seven regions of Ethiopia. Specific objectives are:
e To document knowledge, attitudes, and practices of adolescents and youth with respect to sexual and
reproductive health (SRH), including HIV and gender-based violence (GBV);
e To determine access to and utilization of services related to SRH, HIV prevention and GBV; and
e To measure knowledge, attitudes, and experiences related to violence against women, such as domestic
violence, coercion and rape, and FGM/C.

The information will serve as the baseline survey for four new initiatives in Ethiopia related to adolescent
health and development, gender-based violence, women’s empowerment, and female genital cutting/mutilation.
Ultimately, the baseline estimates will be used to measure changes associated with the projects.

1.3 SAMPLE DESIGN

The Ethiopia Young Adult Survey in Seven Regions was designed as a baseline survey for four intervention
projects in Ethiopia. The survey took place in the seven regions in which the interventions were intended to
be implemented: Tigray; Afar; Amhara; Oromiya; Beneshangul Gumuz; Southern Nations, Nationalities, and
People’s Region (SNNPR); and Addis Ababa. Somali and Gambela Regions were not included in the study as
interventions were not planned for these locations.

*Ibid.

° Ibid.

¢ UNAIDS/Global Coalition on Women & AIDS. 2006. “Keeping the Promise: Agenda for Action on Women & AIDS.” Geneva: UNAIDS.

7 Ministry of Health (MOH) & Federal HIV/AIDS Prevention & Control Office (HAPCO). 2007. “Single Point HIV Prevalence Estimate.” June
8 Ibid.

? Measure DHS/ CSA. 2006. <2005 Ethiopia Demographic & Health Survey: HIV Prevalence,” Fact sheet. Calverton, MD, Addis Ababa.
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The sample was designed to be representative of the intervention and comparison districts/woredas identified
for the four initiatives on adolescent health and development, gender-based violence, women’s empowerment,
and female genital cutting/mutilation. For the youth survey, a sample of 12,600 individuals were drawn, including
10,080 adolescent boys and girls aged 12—24 and 2,520 male and female parents of adolescents. Equal numbers
of male and female adolescents were selected, with 1,440 adolescents and 360 parents selected in each region.

The sample for the study was stratified and clustered. Within the study regions, districts/woredas were listed as
to whether they had been identified for the planned interventions or could serve as a comparison area. The ratio
of intervention-to-comparison respondents was 2 to 1. In each region, between three to six districts/woredas
were selected, with a ratio of roughly two intervention districts selected for every one comparison district.
The number of districts selected in a particular region was determined by the populations of the districts. For
example, if districts had small populations, additional districts were selected to compensate. In all, 31 districts/
woredas were selected for the study. Within selected districts/woredas, 252 enumeration areas (EAs) were
selected, or 36 EAs per region (see Appendix Table Al).

Comparison districts were selected to be similar to the intervention districts in terms of population size, density,
and socioeconomic activities. They were not contiguous with the intervention districts in order to control for
potential contamination of the interventions.

1.4 QUESTIONNAIRES

Four separate questionnaires were designed for the study: a household listing, a questionnaire for young
people aged 15-24, an abbreviated questionnaire for adolescents aged 12-14, and an instrument for parents.
The questionnaires were drafted by Population Council staff drawing on previous questionnaires from the
Population Council, the Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS), the Ethiopia Welfare Monitoring Surveys,
and various instruments from the World Health Organization (WHO). For example, questions on domestic
violence were taken from the specialized DHS module, as well as numerous questions on family planning
and HIV. Household assets were largely adapted from the Ethiopia Welfare Monitoring Surveys and DHS.
Questions on alcohol were adapted from instruments of the WHO. All questionnaires were reviewed during
a series of consultation meetings by the Population Council-Ethiopia study team, as well as technical staff
from UNFPA and UNICEF. Questionnaires were finalized in English and translated into three local languages:
Ambaric, Oromiffa, and Tigrigna. Back-translation was undertaken to ensure accuracy.

A household listing questionnaire was designed for the initial household census, to facilitate identification and
selection of study respondents. The household listing format collected information on all household members
in selected EAs. Information was collected on household members’ age, sex, marital status, and relationship
to the household head. Members were also listed as to whether they are parents of young people aged 12-24.

The adolescent questionnaire contained 16 sections:
1) Background characteristics of respondents;
2) Education and schooling experience;

3) Attitudes and self-esteem;

4) Migration;

5) Families;

6) Livelihoods;

7) Female genital mutilation/cutting;
8) Puberty;

9) Marriage;

10) Sexual experience;

11) HIV and STT knowledge, services, and prevention;
12) Family planning;

13) Maternal health;

14) Drugs and alcohol;

15) Violence; and

16) Service access and utilization.
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In addition, the questionnaire had a cover page that collected identifier information as well as an informed
consent page. For ethical reasons, younger adolescents aged 12—14 received a shorter questionnaire that omitted
sensitive or upsetting questions such as those on marriage or violence. The parents’ questionnaire was also
abbreviated and included additional attitudinal and behavioral questions related to young people.

1.5 DATA COLLECTION

Pretesting

All questionnaires were pretested through four rounds, examining length, respondents’ and interviewers’
experience and perceptions of the questionnaire, understanding of the questions, and accuracy of skip patterns.
Pretests were made among both rural and urban respondents outside of the study area, representing a range of
ages. Revisions to the questionnaires were made at each round of pretest. In addition, questionnaires translated
into local languages were pretested in those languages and additional revisions made after the pretests.

Training

In each region, a minimum of 36 interviewers, 6 supervisors, and 3 coordinators were recruited. Recruitment
was undertaken with assistance of the Regional Bureaus of Statistics who conduct the EDHS and many other
large surveys. Interviewers had a minimum of 10 years of education, were able to speak local languages, were
familiar with the area, and had experience in previous surveys, especially the EDHS. In all, over 200 interviewers
took part in the survey (See Appendix B).

Training was conducted in each region by Population Council staff. Interviewers were trained for seven days:
one day on the household listing format and six days on the questionnaire. The questionnaires were reviewed
item by item. Training included multiple practice interviews in pairs and in the larger group. Toward the end of
the training, trainers organized a field visit where interviewers practiced the interview on young people recruited
from local youth-serving organizations outside of the study areas. Interviewers subsequently discussed the
experience of the interview and clarified any remaining queries they had on the instruments.

Household listing & selection

All EAs selected for the study first underwent a census of all households, or “household listing,” in order to
establish a sampling frame for the locations. Interviewers went house-to-house to enumerate members of the
households in the sampled EAs. Guides from the local community were recruited to guide interviewers, ensure
all households were covered, and facilitate compliance by households. Supervisors performed random checks
to ensure accuracy and coverage of data. Once households were listed, selection of respondents were made
using a random number function available in SPSS. In each EA, 20 boys aged 12-24, 20 girls aged 12-24, 20
women aged 25—49, 10 parents, and 10 husbands were selected at random. Only one respondent was selected
in each household.

Fieldwork

Each data collection team included six interviewers and one supervisor. Regional coordinators worked across
teams to facilitate sensitization of local leadership, field logistics, and data quality. At least one Population
Council staff member oversaw the data collection in the regions.

Male interviewers interviewed male respondents selected for the survey; females interviewed females.
Interviewers visited the selected household to locate and interview the selected respondent. Interviewers were
trained to conduct the interview in a private place, out of earshot of other household or community members.
If the respondent was not at home, an appointment was made for a follow-up visit. Interviewers paid up to
three visits to the houschold to locate and interview the selected respondent. In cases where he/she refused or
could not be located, no replacement of the respondent was made. Prior to the interview, informed consent
was obtained from respondents. Where the respondent was below the age of 18, informed consent was also
obtained from a parent or guardian.

Ethiopia Young Adult Survey



Data processing

Data were entered at Population Council offices by 13 data entry clerks. Data were entered in an Epi-Info data
entry screen that included embedded checks and skips to increase quality of entry. Two data managers checked
and merged data being entered. Ultimately, these managers cleaned the data by referring to hard copies of the
questionnaires to clarify and correct any inconsistencies or inaccuracies in the dataset. The questionnaires wete
labeled and stored by region and serial number. All data is stored under lock and key at Population Council
offices.

Data were weighted in order to adjust for unequal probabilities of selection. Weights were calculated for each

stage of sample selection, including selection of woredas, enumeration areas, and respondents within the
household.

1.6 SPECIAL STUDIES

Interviews with parents

Selected parents of adolescents were interviewed, including both mothers and fathers of adolescents. Parents
were sampled from households where adolescent respondents were not sampled, in order to limit study
respondents to one per household. Parents were interviewed using a similar instrument to that used for young
people. Out of 2,520 parents sampled, 2,361 were interviewed, amounting to a 94 percent response rate. In all,
947 fathers and 1,414 mothers were interviewed.

Studies of special populations

Smaller scale studies were undertaken to explore areas of particular interest. A study of special youth populations
was undertaken, to understand adolescents in particular circumstances, who may not otherwise be sampled in a
population and household-based study. Special populations included youth living in the street, commercial sex
workers, pastoral youth, and university students. These populations were sampled using purposeful samples:
recruiting young people in these categories from places where they congregate. The same questionnaire used for
the general population of youth was administered to these special populations. This allows us to compare the
background and situation of special categories of youth with the general population of young people. Disabled
youth were sampled through the main survey.

Situation analysis of youth centers

The study team sought to understand the performance and utilization of youth centers, based on data from users
and youth center staff. Four youth centers were selected in six of the seven study regions. No youth centers were
selected in Beneshangul Gumuz as the study team was unable to identify any centers in that region. Centers
were selected to represent the range of centers from both the government and nongovernmental organizational
(NGO) sectors. Study teams composed of a supervisor and three interviewers visited each youth center for
five days. All youth centers were inventoried and staff were interviewed, as well as selected youth center clients.
During the five days at each center, all clients visiting the center were registered, with basic demographic details
taken to build a profile of youth center visitors. In all, 6,738 visitors to the youth centers were registered in the
24 centers. From the register, clients were selected at random for exit interview. In all, 1,704 youth center clients
were interviewed on exit.

In-depth interviews with selected youth

In-depth interviews were conducted among 56 youth in the seven study regions. An in-depth discussion guide
was developed to reflect the same themes explored in the survey, allowing the research team to collect more
detailed information and experiences within the study areas. In each region, one supervisor coordinated a team
of two male and two female interviewers. In-depth interview respondents were chosen by convenience and
all interviews were tape recorded. Recorded interviews were translated into English and transcribed by two
transcribers at Population Council offices.

Ethiopia Young Adult Survey
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1.7 RESPONSE RATES & SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS

Response rates are a measure of data quality, with higher response rates reflecting higher quality and more
representative data. Table 1.1 shows the individual response rates for the youth survey, by sex of the respondent.
The total number of adolescents sampled was 10,080, with 9,728 of those selected eligible for the survey. Nearly
3 percent of sampled respondents were no longer eligible for the survey as they had moved between the time of
household listing and survey, reflecting the relatively high mobility of this age group. Among those eligible for
the survey, 97 percent of sampled males and 98 percent of sampled females were interviewed. Response rates
were lower in Addis Ababa (94 percent, not shown) compared to the other regions in the study.

TABLE 1.1 Response rates of adolescent survey, by sex of respondent

Boys aged 12-24 Girls aged 12-24 All young people
aged 12-24

Individuals sampled 5,040 100% 5,040 100% 10,080 100%
Ineligible for survey

Moved away/away for extended period 152 3.0% 124 2.5% 276 2.7%

Structure not found/out of age range 46 0.9% 30 0.6% 76 0.8%

Total ineligible for survey 198 3.9% 154 3.1% 352 3.5%
Number of eligible individuals sampled 4,842 4,886 9,728

Refused 9 0.2% 7 0.1% 16 0.2%

Not at home/unable to locate after three visits 42 0.9% 32 0.7% 74 0.8%

Incapacitated 12 0.2% 8 0.2% 20 0.2%

Other reasons 83 1.7% 39 0.8% 122 1.2%

Total nonresponse 146 3.0% 86 1.8% 232 2.4%
Eligible individuals interviewed /response rate 4,696 97.0% 4,800 98.2% 9,496 97.6%

Table 1.2 shows the background characteristics of the sample of young people aged 12—24. Weighted percentages
are presented in the table, along with unweighted Ns. Ninety-one percent of boys aged 12-24 in the sample had
never been married compared to 66 percent of girls. A larger proportion of boys were in school at the time of
survey (55 percent), compared to gitls (47 percent). Twenty-one percent of boys and 27 percent of girls had
no education and most young people (60 percent of boys and 54 percent of girls) had attained only primary
education. Two thirds of respondents were Orthodox Christian, 18 percent were Muslim and 15 percent were
Protestant.
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TABLE 1.2 Percent distribution of the sample, by sex of respondent and selected background characteristics

Characteristic Males Females

Weighted Number of Weighted Number of Total

percent males percent females

Age
12-14 33.0 1503 24.9 1228 2731
15-17 22.2 1071 22.4 1097 2168
18-20 26.0 1209 30.0 1401 2610
21-24 18.8 913 22.7 1074 1987
Marital status
Never married 91.3 4220 65.9 3043 7263
Married/cohabiting 6.9 340 29.4 1468 1808
Divorced/separated/widowed 1.8 68 47 224 292
Residence
Urban 37.3 1795 40.6 1816 3611
Rural 62.7 2901 59.4 2984 5885
Region
Tigray 8.9 680 8.5 714 1394
Afar 49 682 4.4 689 1371
Ambhara 32.2 690 33.0 691 1381
Oromiya 255 685 236 689 1374
Beneshangul Gumuz 1.7 685 1.6 692 1377
SNNPR 15.8 653 15.6 681 1334
Addis Ababa 11.0 621 13.3 644 1265
School status
In school 55.1 2587 47.2 2265 4852
Out-of-school 44.9 2109 52.8 2534 4643
Educational attainment
No education 20.7 956 27.4 1475 2431
Primary 59.5 2791 54.4 2545 5336
Secondary 18.8 875 17.4 731 1606
University 1.0 52 0.8 24 76
Religion
Orthodox Christian 64.7 2489 66.6 2612 5101
Muslim 18.8 1463 16.7 1425 2888
Catholic 1.0 41 0.5 33 74
Protestant 14.8 607 15.4 648 1255
Other 0.7 73 0.8 64 137
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CHAPTER Two: HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS

21 HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION

Table 2.1 shows the household size and headship among young people in Ethiopia. Overall, nearly 10 percent
of young people aged 12—24 are heads of their households, with 13 percent of males and 7 percent of females
being household heads. Among respondents below the age of 18, girls are slightly more likely to be heading
households than boys (1.8 percent of girls; 1.6 percent of boys). Urban households are more likely to have an
adolescent head (3 percent) than rural households (1 percent).

The average household size is over 5 members, which is comparable to the EDHS (2005). Young females tend
to live in smaller households (mean 5.1 members) compared to young males (mean 5.5 members). Similar to
findings from the EDHS, rural households are larger (mean 5.6 members) than urban households (mean 4.9
members).

TABLE 2.1 Household composition: Youth household heads and number of usual household members, by sex of
respondent and urban-rural residence

Sex of respondent Residence
Characteristic Male Female Urban Rural Total
(n=4,682) (n=4,783) | (n=3,597) (n=5,868) | (n=9,465)
Respondent is household head (all) 12.6 6.9 14.2 6.8 9.7
Underage respondent (<18 yrs) is household head 1.6 1.8 2.9 1.2 1.7
Number of usual household members
1 2.9 2.1 4.8 1.0 25
2 8.3 115 13.7 7.5 9.9
3 12.0 15.7 15.3 13.0 13.9
4 12.0 15.8 131 14.5 14.0
5 15.0 14.7 16.5 13.8 14.8
6 17.3 12.4 13.4 15.7 14.8
7 13.8 12.0 9.3 15.2 12.9
8 9.7 7.8 6.3 10.3 8.7
9+ 9.0 8.0 7.6 9.0 8.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Mean household size 5.5 5.1 4.9 5.6 5.3

2.2 HOUSEHOLD POSSESSIONS & AMENITIES

Household facilities and possessions reflect the general status and well-being of members of the household, as
well as potential health threats from unsafe facilities. Respondents were asked about sources of their household’s
drinking water, type of toilet, and other basic possessions in the household.

Most urban households had improved water sources including water piped into the compound (50 percent) and

water from a public tap (32 percent). Most rural households had nonimproved sources such as rivers, lakes, or
ponds (33 percent), or unprotected wells and springs (30 percent). Twenty percent of rural households have
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access to piped water or water from a tap. While only 63 percent of respondents considered their drinking water
unsafe, 90 percent did nothing to treat the drinking water.

Time to the source of drinking water varied between urban and rural areas. Most urban households (83 percent)
took less than 10 minutes to and from the source of their drinking water and 6 percent travelled 30 minutes or
more to and from the source. By contrast, 29 percent of rural respondents spent less than 10 minutes fetching
water and 43 percent spent 30 minutes or longer. Among young people, 91 percent of female respondents and
56 percent of male respondents reported that they take part in fetching water (not shown).

TABLE 2.2 Household drinking water: Percentage of households by source of water, time to source,
perceived safety, and access

Characteristic Urban Rural Total
(n=3,599) (n=5,878) (n=9,477)

Source

Improved source 91.3 37.2 58.3
Public tap 321 19.4 24.3
Piped in compound 49.5 0.7 19.7
Protected well/spring 4.3 16.5 11.8
Piped in dwelling 5.0 0.1 2.0
Purchased bottled water 0.3 0.3 0.3
Rainwater 0.1 0.2 0.2

Nonimproved source 8.7 62.8 41.7
River, lake, or pond 1.6 33.2 20.9
Unprotected well/spring 7.1 29.6 20.8

Time to obtain drinking water (round trip)

Less than 10 minutes 83.1 29.1 50.2
11-29 minutes 11.0 27.9 21.3
30 minutes or longer 5.9 43.0 28.5

Water treated prior to drinking

Not treated 91.2 89.4 90.1
Boiled 2.1 1.8 1.9
Filtered 1.1 4.3 3.0
WaterGuard/Pur™ 4.7 3.0 3.6
Two or more methods* 0.8 1.2 1.2
Other 0.1 0.3 0.2

Water considered “safe” /will not cause

sickness
Yes 33.2 39.1 36.6
No 66.8 60.9 63.4

Household’s access to safe water increased,
decreased, or unchanged in last year

Increased 243 17.5 20.3
Decreased 15.2 18.0 16.8
Remained the same 57.8 63.3 61.1
Don’t know/new member of household 2.7 1.2 1.8

* Indicates two or more methods including boiling, filtering, or use of WaterGuard/Pur.
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Table 2.3 shows the toilet facilities and possessions of respondents’ households. Eighty-nine percent of urban
households had improved toilets whereas less than 48 percent of rural households had them. The most common
type of toilet was a pit latrine (61 percent), followed by fields or forests (36 percent).

Compared to rural areas, urban households have significantly higher levels of ownership of personal effects.
Seventy-seven percent of urban households own a radio compared to 34 percent of rural households; 51
percent of urban households possess a television, compared to 1 percent of rural households; 52 percent of
urban households own a mobile phone compared to 4 percent of rural households.

In contrast, rural households are more likely to possess agricultural land or animals. Ninety percent of rural
households possess agricultural land compared to 15 percent of urban households; 88 percent of rural
households have farm animals compared to 16 percent of urban households.

TABLE 2.3 Household sanitation facilities and possessions: Percentage of households by type of toilet/latrine and
possessing various household effects and assets

Characteristic Urban Rural Total
(n=3,611) (n=5,885) (n=9,496)

Type of toilet/latrine

Improved 88.7 47.8 63.7
Pit latrine, private 39.2 41.4 40.6
Pit latrine, shared 43.2 5.5 20.1
Flush toilet, private 4.1 0.5 1.9
Flush toilet, shared 1.6 0.0 0.6
Other* 0.6 0.4 0.5

Nonimproved source 11.3 52.2 36.3
Container (from household items) 0.4 0.2 0.3
Field or forest 10.9 52.0 36.0

Household amenities and effects

Radio 77.1 34.2 50.9
Television 50.7 1.2 20.5
Mobile phone 51.7 4.3 22.8
Nonmobile/fixed phone 36.2 0.6 14.4
Household has electricity 85.5 3.5 35.6
Ownership of agricultural land 14.6 89.9 40.7
Ownership of farm animals** 15.5 88.2 60.0

* Includes workplace such as office, school, and neighbor’s toilet. ** Cattle, horse, mule, donkey, oxen.

Respondents were read a list of items and asked if they personally own or possess them (Table 2.4). Possessions
included basic items such as shoes, a blanket, and a change of clothing, as well as status items such as a mobile
phone. Personal ownership of all items was higher in urban areas compared to rural areas. Roughly 1 in 5 rural
young people do not have shoes; one third of boys and half of gitls do not have blanket. Boys were more likely
to own radios or mobile phones compared to gitls. Twenty-one percent of urban boys and 12 percent of rural
boys owned their own radio, compared to 14 percent of urban gitls and 6 percent of rural girls. Ownership
of mobile phones was greater in urban areas (24 percent of boys and 18 percent of girls). Few rural young
people owned mobile phones (2 percent of boys and <1 percent of gitls) perhaps related to limited coverage

of services in rural areas.
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TABLE 2.4 Individual ownership of items, by sex and type of place of residence

Males Females
Type of item Urban Rural All Urban Rural All
(n=1,795)  (n=2,901) (n=4,696) | (n=1,816) (n=2,984) (n=4,800)
Shoes 95.3 78.3 85.1 95.4 79.2 85.9
Blanket 63.2 65.3 64.5 51.2 46.2 48.3
Change of clothing (3 or more ouftfits) 80.4 56.5 65.7 94.1 75.1 82.9
Radio 20.6 12.0 15.3 14.0 5.9 9.2
Mobile phone 23.7 2.2 10.5 17.7 0.7 7.7

2.3 PARENTAL PRESENCE & ORPHANHOOD

Opverall, 27 percent of young people have lost at least one parent and 5 percent are double orphans. Among
underage adolescents aged 12—17, 20 percent have lost at least one parent and 3 percent are double orphans. As

expected, the percentage of young people who are orphans increases with age.

TABLE 2.5 Orphanhood status: Percent distribution of young people aged 12-24, by sex of respondent, survival
status of parents, and background characteristics

Males (n=4,677) Females (n=4,782)

Characteristic Both Only Only Both One or Both Only Only Both One or

parents  mother father parents both parents mother father parents both

alive alive alive dead parents alive alive alive dead parents

dead dead

Age
12-14 82.3 12.0 3.4 2.3 17.7 83.7 9.9 4.2 2.2 16.3
15-17 73.2 17.2 6.5 3.1 26.8 77.6 14.0 4.7 3.7 224
18-20 68.9 19.3 6.3 5.5 311 67.1 19.8 8.6 4.5 32.9
21-24 63.2 22.6 7.6 6.6 36.8 63.5 20.3 7.5 8.7 36.5
Residence
Urban 70.0 18.5 5.4 6.1 30.0 70.2 17.7 5.9 6.2 29.8
Rural 75.1 16.2 5.8 2.9 24.9 74.3 15.1 6.7 3.9 25.5
Region
Tigray 83.5 12.1 3.1 1.3 16.5 73.1 18.2 5.8 2.9 26.9
Afar 70.3 18.8 5.2 5.7 29.7 65.6 19.9 7.8 6.7 344
Ambhara 76.3 15.0 6.0 2.7 23.7 78.1 12.6 6.0 33 21.9
Oromiya 67.6 19.1 7.0 6.3 324 70.8 16.2 6.8 6.2 29.2
Beneshangul 76.5 15.4 5.7 2.4 23.5 69.0 15.8 9.0 6.2 31.0
Gumuz
SNNPR 74.8 17.2 4.3 3.7 25.2 71.2 18.5 5.7 4.6 28.8
Addis Ababa 67.2 21.4 5.6 5.8 32.9 67.2 19.4 6.8 6.6 32.8
Educational attainment
No education 68.5 19.9 6.8 4.8 315 65.7 18.4 9.2 6.7 34.3
Primary 74.8 15.7 5.6 3.9 25.2 76.1 14.3 5.3 4.3 23.9
Secondary 70.1 19.4 4.7 5.8 29.9 70.3 19.8 5.2 4.6 29.7
University 67.9 26.3 3.0 31 32.1 88.1 7.7 0.0 4.1 11.9
Youth 12-24 72.6 17.3 5.7 4.4 27.4 72.3 16.4 6.3 5.0 27.7
Total age <18 78.6 14.1 4.7 2.6 21.4 80.8 11.8 4.4 3.0 19.2
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Urban areas were home to more orphans than rural areas. Thirty percent of urban young people had lost
at least one parent compared to 25 percent of rural young people. Six percent of urban young people are
double orphans. Among double orphans, 25 percent of males and 16 percent of females were heads of their
households. Overall, young people’s fathers were more likely to be dead than mothers.

When asked whether their parents had died of AIDS, 6 percent of young people with deceased parents reported
at least one parental death due to AIDS. Thirty-two percent of respondents did not know whether or not AIDS
caused the death of their parent(s) (data on cause of death not shown).

TABLE 2.6 Parental presence: Percent distribution of young people aged 12-24, by living arrangements with
parents, by background characteristics

Males (n=4,641) Females (n=4,758)
Characteristic Live with  Live with  Live with  Not living Live with Live with Live with  Not living
both mother father with either both mother only father with either
parents only only parent parents only parent
Age
12-14 66.6 17.4 3.1 12.5 66.0 13.0 3.9 17.2
15-17 55.1 21.0 5.2 18.7 47.4 15.8 3.2 33.6
18-20 47.2 19.5 4.4 28.8 25.4 14.6 2.7 57.3
21-24 30.1 15.9 3.2 50.7 12.6 9.5 1.9 76.0
Residence
Urban 39.0 19.7 33 38.0 27.0 15.4 2.3 55.3
Rural 60.3 17.8 43 17.6 44.8 11.9 33 39.9
Region
Tigray 68.6 20.5 2.5 8.3 42.2 22.6 21 331
Afar 52.8 19.1 5.5 22.6 29.5 12.7 4.4 53.3
Ambhara 54.3 17.1 4.2 24.4 39.6 10.7 2.7 46.9
Oromiya 49.0 19.2 4.8 27.1 37.9 11.4 2.8 47.9
Beneshangul 59.1 15.9 53 19.8 354 10.1 2.8 51.8
Gumuz
SNNPR 48.9 16.8 34 30.9 39.5 14.8 3.7 419
Addis Ababa 44.7 21.8 2.4 31.2 29.9 15.9 2.8 51.4
Marital status
Never married 55.4 19.3 4.0 213 52.4 17.3 3.6 26.7
Ever married 221 9.1 3.5 65.4 9.4 5.9 1.5 83.2
Youth 12-24 52.3 18.5 4.0 253 37.6 13.3 2.9 46.1
Total age <18 62.2 18.9 4.0 15.0 57.2 14.3 3.5 24.9
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Table 2.6 shows the percentage of young people
living with parent(s). Among young people aged
12-24, only 52 percent of boys and 38 percent of
girls live with both parents; 25 percent of boys and
46 percent of girls live with neither parent. Among
those under age 18, 14 percent of boys and 24
percent of girls live with neither parent. That girls
are living away from parents at a young age is partly
explained by many young girls being married at an
early age. However, even among the never married,
girls are more likely to live with neither parent than
boys (27 percent of never married gitls; 21 percent of
never married boys). Where young people are living
with a single parent, they are more likely to be living
with their mother than their father.

2.4 MIGRATION

Considerably more females than males had migrated
to the area. Twenty-nine percent of girls and 19
percent of boys had migrated to their current
place of residence. More urban young people
were migrants than rural young people; 38 percent
of urban boys and 49 percent of urban girls had
migrated compared to 8 percent of rural boys and 15
percent of rural girls. Reasons for migration differed
by sex and urban—rural residence. Boys in urban areas
mainly migrated for schooling (43 percent), work
(35 percent), or simply to accompany other family
members who were moving (25 percent). Girls in
urban areas has migrated for schooling (35 percent),
work (27 percent) to accompany family (19 percent)
or to join a spouse (12 percent). Few young people in
rural areas migrated there for schooling. A significant
proportion of rural girls migrated to join a partner
or after marriage (60 percent). Roughly 12 percent
of rural young people migrated to their place of
residence because of famine.

I don’t know anything about
my father because he left
after | was born, but my
mother died in 2008. | was
there for her when she was
sick for two years before she

died. Female, age 18, Amhara

| cried, because | didn’t want
to leave my mother. She

was weak and fragile. But
she told me she wasn’t able
to care for us. She said, ‘If
you go with him [uncle] he
will look after you.... As |

now think over everything, |
realize that he was using us
as free labor. wmale, age 24, Addis Ababa

A friend of mine told me that
big cities have better work

opportunities, and life is also
better.

Female, age 22, Oromiya
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TABLE 2.7 Migration: Percentage of young people who are migrants to the area and reasons for migration, by sex
and background characteristics

Males (n=4,688) Females (n=4,794)
Characteristic Urban Rural All Urban Rural All
All respondents 37.6 7.6 18.8 48.6 15.2 28.7
Current age
12-14 27.7 4.3 113 34.3 4.5 18.8
15-17 35.1 5.9 15.9 45.7 8.2 243
18-20 42.0 9.2 22.7 52.0 21.8 34.5
21-24 45.2 15.6 29.9 57.9 28.8 42.2
Region
Tigray 50.6 5.3 12.6 58.9 13.8 22.5
Afar 35.8 5.7 15.9 56.2 14.4 33.2
Ambhara 37.5 7.2 14.6 45.6 15.7 23.7
Oromiya 35.1 11.1 19.2 45.5 17.5 27.5
Beneshangul- Gumuz 37.3 15.3 18.4 49.9 26.8 30.7
SNNPR 529 3.8 23.8 46.7 10.7 24.8
Addis Ababa 29.2 0.0 29.2 51.0 0.0 51.0
Educational attainment
No education 335 8.2 10.8 71.7 22.4 31.7
Primary 37.9 5.6 16.0 52.1 9.5 25.4
Secondary 38.2 25.2 35.5 36.9 26.4 35.0
University 44.1 0.0 44.0 18.3 100.0 20.0
Type of place of origin*
Rural area 62.9 70.4 64.8 68.2 82.4 72.7
Small town 23.6 14.2 21.2 21.4 11.7 18.4
Big city 135 15.4 14.0 10.4 5.9 8.9
Reason(s) for migrating**
For schooling 43.0 5.5 333 35.4 2.6 24.9
For work 35.0 36.6 354 26.5 7.2 20.4
Accompanying family 25.3 29.9 26.5 18.8 14.0 17.3
Personal problems at home 0.3 0.5 0.3 4.3 2.1 3.6
Death of parents/guardians 33 9.3 4.8 3.0 0.7 2.3
To live with spouse/partner 0.2 2.1 0.7 12.1 59.7 27.3
Famine/poverty in other area 1.1 13.1 4.2 4.2 11.3 7.6
Other 24 12.6 5.0 5.0 3.9 4.5

*Among migrants. ¥ Percentages may sum to over 100, as more than one response was possible.
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CHAPTER THREE: PARTICIPATION & PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS

31 BIRTH REGISTRATION

Six percent of respondents were registered at
birth. A greater percentage of urban young
people have been registered (17 percent of
boys; 14 percent of gitls), compared to rural
young people (1 percent). Young people in
Addis Ababa, especially young males, were
more likely to have registered births (35
percent of Addis Ababa boys; 25 percent of
Addis Ababa gitls).

3.2 SOCIAL NETWORKS,
SUPPORT & REGULATION

Having friends and the number of friends
can reflect the extent of social engagement
and participation by young people (Table
3.2). On average, boys reported having 2.5
friends while girls reported an average of
1.9 friends (not shown). In contrast, having
no friends could reflect social isolation and
limited participation. Among young people
aged 12-24, 9 percent of boys and 21
percent of girls reported having no friends.
Respondents who were out of school and
married were more likely to report having no
friends. Girls, in particular, were less likely to
report having friends, especially urban gitls
(26 percent reported no friends), married
girls (28 percent), and out-of-school girls (28
percent).

TABLE 3.1 Birth registration: Percentage of young people whose
births are registered with civil authorities, by sex and background

characteristics

Characteristic Males Females
(n=4,682) (n=4,793)
Age
12-14 5.9 5.4
15-17 7.2 6.4
18-20 6.0 5.7
21-24 8.1 7.3
Residence
Urban 16.9 13.6
Rural 0.5 1.1
Region
Tigray 3.2 2.1
Afar 13 0.9
Ambhara 1.9 1.9
Oromiya 4.5 6.7
Beneshangul Gumuz 2.9 0.3
SNNPR 4.2 2.6
Addis Ababa 34.6 25.0
Educational attainment
No education 0.5 1.2
Primary 4.5 4.3
Secondary 17.6 17.9
University 37.1 50.9
Total 6.6 6.2
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TABLE 3.2 Friendship networks: Percent distribution of young people reporting friends, by sex and background
characteristics

Males (n=4,685) Females (n=4,792)

Characteristic Has no Has1to5 Has6+ Has no Has1to 5 Has 6+

friends friends friends friends friends friends
Age
12-14 11.0 85.6 34 14.5 83.7 1.8
15-17 6.3 90.1 3.6 17.5 80.8 1.7
18-20 7.1 89.2 3.7 23.1 75.1 1.8
21-24 8.4 87.8 3.8 26.9 71.4 1.7
Residence
Urban 7.3 88.6 4.1 25.8 72.9 13
Rural 9.2 87.5 33 17.0 80.9 2.1
School status
In school 4.7 91.7 3.6 16.5 81.5 2.0
Out of school 13.1 83.3 3.6 28.2 70.5 1.3
Educational attainment
No education 19.8 78.3 1.9 32,6 66.2 1.2
Primary 6.1 89.9 4.0 15.8 82.3 1.9
Secondary 4.1 91.6 4.3 15.8 81.7 2.3
University 13 93.5 5.2 30.2 69.8 0.0
Marital status
Never married 8.2 88.2 3.6 16.5 81.5 2.0
Ever married 10.5 85.3 4.2 28.2 70.5 13
Youth 12-24 8.5 87.9 3.6 20.5 77.7 1.8
Total age <18 9.2 87.3 35 15.8 82.4 1.8

Table 3.3 shows the extent of social support and regulation reported by male and female young people, by
urban—rural residence. Compared to their urban counterparts, young people in rural areas tend to have more
social support, as reflected in having a person from whom to borrow money, having an alternative place to
stay, and having support in case of a medical problem. In particular, urban gitls reported lower levels of social
support on all dimensions.
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TABLE 3.3 Social support and regulation: Percentage of young people who report support mechanisms and
regulation, by sex and type of place of residence

Males (n=4,684) Females (n=4,797)
Characteristic Urban Rural All Urban Rural All
Social support
Has someone from whom to borrow money 46.5 48.9 48.0 37.1 45.3 41.9
Has a place to stay if encounters a problem 53.9 58.6 56.9 41.6 57.3 50.9
Has help in case of a medical emergency 59.2 69.5 65.6 53.2 64.7 60.1
Regulation
Needs permission before leaving the house 63.2 85.8 77.4 82.9 94.1 89.5
Needs permission before going to a youth 57.2 77.2 69.8 80.4 90.9 86.6
group
Parents/spouse know respondent’s 68.4 85.3 79.0 81.3 95.0 89.4
whereabouts at all times

Higher levels of regulation were reported among rural respondents, in particular by rural girls. Over 90 percent
of rural girls reported needing permission before leaving the house or going to a youth club; 95 percent
reported that their parents/spouse know their whereabouts at all imes. Urban males reported the lowest levels
of regulation.

Table 3.4 shows participation and exposure to institutions and programs in the year prior to survey. Religious
institutions were visited by the majority of young people in both urban and rural areas. Youth centers, peer
educators, and youth clubs were more common in urban areas than in rural areas. Participation in programs
such as youth centers and community conversations were more common among urban boys (15 percent visited
youth centers and 14 percent attended community conversations) compared to urban girls (7 percent visited
youth centers and 9 percent attended community conversations). Health extension workers have reached a
significant percentage of rural youth (16 percent of boys and 19 percent of girls).

TABLE 3.4 Exposure to youth programs, community conversations, health extension workers, and religious
institutions in the last year, by sex and type of place of residence

Males (n=4,653) Females (n=4,750)
Type of institution/individual Urban Rural All Urban Rural All
Church or Mosque 96.5 84.2 88.8 92.3 77.4 83.4
Health extension workers 6.0 16.2 12.4 6.2 18.5 13.6
“Community conversation” 13.6 11.8 12.5 8.6 8.2 8.4
Youth center 15.1 3.7 8.0 7.2 1.6 3.8
Peer educator 8.1 4.1 5.6 11.2 4.9 7.4
Youth club 10.6 2.8 5.7 9.9 3.7 6.2

3.3 PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS

Parent-child communication

Roughly one third of young people report that their parents have talked to them about HIV and AIDS (Table
3.5). A greater percentage of urban parents have discussed the topic than rural parents. At the same time, only
1 in 5 young people report that their parents have discussed sex with them, suggesting that the discussion on
HIV and AIDS may not have been detailed or specific. One third of girls and 24 percent of boys report that
their parents have discussed marriage with them. When asked whether they have discussed HIV, marriage, or
sex with their children, a greater proportion of parents report having discussed the topic, compared to young
people. For example, 18 percent of boys and 21 percent of girls report having discussed sex with their parents,
whereas 28 percent of fathers and 29 percent of mothers report having had the discussion.
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Over 70 percent of boys believe their parents value schooling compared to only 63 percent of girls. Among
rural girls, only 55 percent report that their parents value education, compared to 63 percent of rural boys,
which may reflect differential opinions of parents related to girls’ education versus boys’. Few young people
believe their parents respect their opinion on marriage. In particular, only a minority of rural young people
believe their parents respect their opinions on marriage (29 percent of rural boys and 25 percent of rural girls).
The vast majority of both parents and young people wish they could discuss issues more freely.

TABLE 3.5 Parent—child communication: Percentage of young people and parents reporting discussion with
parents/children and perception of parents, by topic, sex, and type of place of residence!

Males (n=4,224) Females (n=4,354)
Urban Rural All Urban Rural All

Discussed topic

HIV and AIDS 44.7 29.2 35.1 46.0 34.7 39.2

Marriage 25.1 22.7 23.6 35.5 31.3 32.9

Sex 19.6 16.5 17.7 25.7 18.7 21.4
Perception of parents

Believe parents value education 84.8 63.1 71.1 75.8 55.1 63.4

Believe parents respect opinions on 40.0 28.9 33.0 45.2 24.9 32.9

marriage

Would like to communicate more freely 83.5 68.8 74.2 75.9 61.3 67.2

with parents

Fathers (n=947) Mothers (n=1,414)
Urban Rural All Urban Rural All

Discussed topic

HIV and AIDS 61.1 34.9 43.2 63.7 31.7 44.4

Marriage 38.1 23.7 28.3 46.3 26.8 34.4

Sex 39.2 22.7 28.0 45.7 17.2 28.5

Would like to communicate more freely 83.1 81.6 82.3 84.4 75.0 80.9

with children

1Among respondents with parents.
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Parental violence

Over 50 percentof adolescents
report that their fathers drink
and over 40 percent report
that their mothers drink
(Table 3.6). Compared to rural
young people, more urban
adolescents report that their
parents abstain from drinking.
About 4 percent of boys and
9 percent of girls report that
their fathers drink frequently;
fewer adolescents report that
their mothers are frequent
drinkers. Boys are more likely
to be beaten with 50 percent
of boys reporting that their
fathers beat them compared
to 37 percent of girls. One
quarter of young people
(24 percent) report that
their fathers occasionally or
frequently beat their mothers.

Interviewer: Who is more strict, your father or
your mother? Respondent: They are both the
same. (Laughing) My mother uses her mouth

and my father uses his hands.  remale, age 24, sunpr

The society thinks that boys should be confident
and strong, and girls should be honest and shy.
If | stay home alone, people might say | am
girlish... But if a girl is seen outside she might be
insulted. wuale, age 20, Amhara

He [father] used to get drunk and beat my
mother... | remember once he kicked her and
threw her out of the house, and we spent the

night outside sleeping on the ground.
Female, age 24, Addis Ababa

TABLE 3.6 Parent—child relationships: Parental drinking and violence, by sex and type of place of residence?

Males (n=4,381) Females (n=4,451)
Characteristic Urban Rural All Urban Rural All
Parental alcohol consumption
Father drinks
Never 51.7 39.4 43.9 55.5 38.7 45.3
Occasionally 44.5 57.1 52.5 39.7 49.9 45.9
Frequently 3.8 3.5 3.6 4.8 11.4 8.8
Mother drinks
Never 72.2 49.4 57.8 74.7 50.8 60.4
Occasionally 27.7 49.8 41.6 25.2 449 37.0
Frequently 0.1 0.8 0.6 0.1 4.3 2.6
Parental violence
Father beats you
Never 52.6 48.1 49.7 63.4 62.2 62.6
Occasionally 46.9 51.5 49.9 34.8 36.5 35.9
Frequently 0.5 0.4 0.4 1.8 1.3 1.5
Mother beats you
Never 56.9 59.0 58.3 57.8 61.6 60.1
Occasionally 42.9 40.9 41.5 40.9 36.9 38.5
Frequently 0.2 0.1 0.2 1.3 1.5 1.4
Father beats mother
Never 76.4 75.8 76.1 75.1 74.5 74.8
Occasionally 23.0 23.9 23.5 22.9 233 23.1
Frequently 0.6 0.3 0.4 2.0 2.2 2.1

1Among respondents with parents.
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CHAPTER FOUR: PUBERTY

4.1 MENARCHE & MENSTRUATION

Seventy percent of girls in the sample had started menstruating, with mean age at menarche being 14.5 years.
Rural girls experienced first menstruation slightly later than urban girls (mean age 14.8 years among rural gitls;
14.3 years among urban girls—data not shown).

Among girls who had started menstruating, only 62 percent of girls knew about menstruation before it happened
to them (70 percent of urban girls and 55 percent of rural girls). Younger age groups were more informed about
menstruation than older age groups, suggesting improvements in communication to girls about menstruation.
The most common sources of information on menstruation were teachers (42 percent), grandmothers (26
percent), and friends (24 percent). Only 8 percent of mothers gave their daughters information on menstruation
beforehand.

Only 51 percent of respondents (62 percent of urban girls and 40 percent of rural girls) told anyone about their
first menstruation (not shown).

TABLE 4.1 Menstruation: Percent distribution of girls who knew about menstruation before it happened and source
of information, by type of place of residence

Females (n=3,303)

Characteristic Urban Rural All
All ages 69.6 55.4 62.2
Age group

12-14 81.5 67.4 76.0
15-17 73.6 57.6 66.3
18-20 67.7 53.9 59.9
21-24 66.1 54.6 59.9

Source of information on menstruation*

Teacher 40.4 44.7 424
Grandmother 28.0 23.1 25.7
Friend 17.2 32.0 24.2
Aunt 18.2 9.8 14.3
Mother 9.4 7.2 8.4
Sister 8.2 7.1 7.7

* Percentages may sum to over 100, as more than one response possible.

Table 4.2 shows the main methods used by girls to manage their menstruation. Overall, use of rags is the
most common among 59 percent of girls. Pads are also common (19 percent), but almost exclusively in urban
areas, among 37 percent of urban girls and 2 percent of rural girls. A significant proportion of girls report
doing nothing to manage menstruation: simply washing or secluding themselves in the forest, desert, or field;
suggesting severe constraints to girls’ activities during menstruation. This was reported by 25 percent of rural
girls and 4 percent of urban girls.
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TABLE 4.2 Menstruation: Main method of managing menstruation, by type of place of residence

Females (n=3,303)

Method used Urban Rural All

Rags 55.8 61.4 58.6
Pads 37.1 1.6 18.6
Nothing (washing only, go to forest, field, desert, etc.) 4.2 24.5 14.8
Additional clothes or underwear 2.2 8.4 5.4
Leaves/plants 0.0 0.3 0.2

Other 0.7 3.8 2.4

School absenteeism due to menstruation

Among girls who were in school at the time of
survey, 17 percent reported having missed class due
to menstruation in the last year, with roughly equal
proportions of urban girls missing class compared
to rural girls. The most common reasons cited for
missing class were pain/discomfort (69 petcent),
fear of having an “accident” at school (19 percent),
embarrassment (15 percent), and having nothing
to manage their period (12 percent) (not shown).
The likelihood of absenteeism seemed to vary by
the ways girls manage their menstruation (Table
4.3). Gitls who only put on additional clothing
or did nothing/sequestered themselves during
menstruation were more likely to miss school than
those who used rags or pads. In addition, girls who
had been teased in the past about menstruation
were more likely to miss school compared to girls
who had not been teased. The reported privacy of
toilets at school was not associated with increased
likelihood of missing school due to menstruation.

When it [my period] comes, | just
don’t want to go to school...Every

month, when my period starts, |
am absent from school.

Female, age 18, Amhara

| have never stayed home [from
school because of my period]
because | have good pads to

manage it.

Female, age 18, Beneshangul Gumuz

Interviewer: Did you ever miss
class because of menstruation?

Respondent: Yes, | was scared
that the students may see it and

laugh at me.

Female, age 22, Oromiya
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TABLE 4.3 Menstruation: Percentage of female students missing class in the last year due to menstruation,
methods of menstruation management, experience of teasing, and privacy of school toilets

Percentage of female students
missing school

Characteristic (n=1,959)

Type of place of residence
Urban 17.3
Rural 17.4

Method of managing menstruation

Additional clothes 33.7
Nothing (washing only, go to forest, field, desert, etc.) 25.3
Rags 17.1
Pads 17.0

Ever teased about menstruation

Yes 35.0
No 16.8

Toilets at the school are private

Yes 18.8
No 15.3

4.2 SPERMARCHE & WET DREAMS

Fifty percent of boys reported having had wet dreams with more urban boys (63 percent) reporting the
experience compared to rural boys (42 percent). On average, boys reported they had their first wet dream at
15.6 years (not shown). A minority of boys (42 percent) knew about wet dreams before they experienced them,
with more urban boys being aware (48 percent), compared to rural boys (37 percent). Among boys with prior
information, the main source of information was their friends (85 percent), followed by teachers (24 percent).
Few boys had family members who gave them information about wet dreams.

TABLE 4.4 Wet dreams: Percent distribution of boys who knew about wet dreams
before they happened and source of information, by type of place of residence

Males (n=2,318)

Characteristic Urban Rural All
All ages 48.1 37.0 42.3

Source of information on wet dreams*

Friend 80.1 91.2 85.1
Teacher 31.8 14.0 23.7
Brother 2.2 2.6 24
Uncle 0.4 2.7 1.5
Grandfather 0.2 0.6 0.4
Father 0.5 0.2 0.3

* Percentages may sum to over 100, as more than one response possible.
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CuAPTER F1vE: EDUCATION

5.1 EDUCATIONAL PARTICIPATION & ATTAINMENT

Among young people aged 12-24, 80 percent of boys and 73 percent of girls have ever been to school (Table
5.1). Younger adolescents are more likely to have ever been to school, reflecting recent increases in school

attendance. Increases in schooling are particularly apparent for girls. Among girls aged 21-24, only 58 percent
had ever been to school, compated to 92 percent of gitls aged 12—-14. The highest level of ever-attendance of
school occurs in Addis Ababa (97 percent of boys and 89 percent of gitls), followed by SNNPR (95 percent of

boys and 89 percent of girls) and Oromiya (83 percent of boys and 76 petrcent of girls).

TABLE 5.1 Education: Percentage of young people who have ever been to school and reasons for nonattendance, by

sex and background characteristics

Characteristic

Males (n=4,689)

Females (n=4,794)

Current age
12-14
15-17
18-20
21-24

Region

Tigray

Afar

Ambhara

Oromiya
Beneshangul- Gumuz
SNNPR

Addis Ababa

Type of place of residence

Urban

Rural

Reason(s) for not attending school*

Family does not approve

Family could not afford

Too many domestic/farming/herding duties
Got married

No school in vicinity/no school places
Death of parents or family members

No interest in schooling/formal school
Sickness or disability

Pregnancy

Other

All respondents

80.3
84.8
79.8
73.9

70.2
50.9
71.9
82.5
83.4
94.5
97.2

94.9
71.1

37.5
34.1
233
2.8
121
6.8
35
13
0.0
3.7

80.0

91.9
81.3
62.9
58.4

68.6
46.1
61.9
76.4
60.8
89.1
89.2

87.5
63.1

50.3
23.1
16.1
18.2
11.2
5.8
2.6
1.3
0.3
1.6

73.0

* Percentages may sum to more than 100, as more than one reason possible.
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Reasons for not attending school differed for boys compared to girls. Among both boys and girls, family
disapproval was the main reason for not attending. However, gitls reported family disapproval to a far greater
extent than boys (38 percent of boys and 50 percent of gitls), probably reflecting families” disproportionately
disapproving of girls getting an education. A considerable proportion of both boys and girls mentioned
domestic duties as a reason for not attending school (23 percent of boys and 16 percent of gitls) and 18 percent
of girls mentioned marriage as the reason for not attending. Roughly 12 percent of young people reported no
school in their vicinity.

TABLE 5.2 Education: Percentage currently in school, age at school entry, leaving, and reasons for leaving school, by
sex and type of place of residence

Males (n=4,689) Females (n=4,794)
Characteristic Urban Rural All Urban Rural All
School status
In school 65.7 48.8 55.1 55.6 41.6 47.2
Out of school 34.3 51.2 44.9 44.4 58.4 52.8
Age at entry into school
Less than 6 years 11.0 1.3 5.6 10.6 1.5 5.6
6-8 years old 60.9 29.6 43.5 58.6 38.4 48.3
9-10 years old 15.4 26.6 21.6 16.3 30.9 239
11-12 years old 7.4 19.8 14.3 6.3 16.9 11.8
13+ years old 5.3 22.7 15.0 8.2 12.3 10.4
Mean age at entry into school 7.8 104 9.3 8.1 9.6 8.9
Age at school leaving
Less than 10 years 3.5 2.8 3.1 3.4 3.0 3.2
10-12 years old 8.4 19.8 14.8 9.7 27.2 18.4
13-14 years old 13.5 20.0 17.2 13.7 19.5 16.6
15-17 years old 37.0 27.8 31.8 37.0 30.1 33.6
18+ years old 37.6 29.6 33.1 36.2 20.2 28.2
Mean age at school leaving 16.2 15.4 15.8 16.2 14.6 15.4
Reason(s) for leaving school*
Family could not afford schooling 33.7 34.0 33.9 24.3 16.2 20.9
Too many domestic/farming/herding duties 22.1 34.0 28.7 22.1 24.3 23.1
Got married 29 4.3 3.7 21.2 39.6 28.9
Completed schooling cycle 19.3 4.2 10.9 13.9 3.2 9.4
No interest in school 7.4 8.4 8.0 8.2 8.9 8.5
Poor performance 11.8 4.6 7.6 10.1 3.0 7.0
Parents disapprove of school 2.1 10.6 6.8 2.5 11.8 6.4
Death/sickness of family member 4.6 7.8 6.4 4.9 7.0 5.7
Personal sickness or disability 3.3 6.9 5.5 5.1 5.5 53
To work/support oneself 9.0 1.0 4.1 3.3 1.5 2.5
School too far/no school places 1.7 4.6 3.3 2.3 4.3 3.1
Pregnancy 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.3 2.6 3.6
Other** 5.6 5.5 5.6 4.8 3.8 43

* Percentages may sum to over 100, as more than one reason is possible.
** Other includes migration, not knowing the language of instruction, disagreement with teacher or student, teacher violence, etc.
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More boys than girls were in school (55 percent of boys and 47 percent of gitls), and urban youth were more
likely to be in school than rural youth (Table 5.2). While the official age for school entry in Ethiopia is 7 years,
most young people started school after age 7. A significant number of rural youth started school extremely late,
after age 10 (43 percent of rural boys and 29 percent of rural gitls).

Reasons for leaving school differed by sex and urban—rural residence. The main reason cited by boys was
poverty (34 percent), while the main reason cited by gitls was marriage (29 percent); in particular, rural girls
mentioned marriage as the reason for school leaving (40 percent). Many urban young people cited completion
of a schooling cycle (either primary or secondary) as the reason for not being in school (19 percent of boys
and 14 percent of girls). Poor performance and lack of interest were also significant reasons for nonattendance,
among roughly 15 percent of respondents. Contrary to popular assumption, pregnancy was a negligible reason
for girls dropping out (4 percent of females).

TABLE 5.3 Education: Literacy (among all respondents) and number of years of schooling attained (among those
aged 15 and above), by sex and type of place of residence

Males (n=4,689) Females (n=4,794)
Characteristic Urban Rural All Urban Rural All
Literacy
Reads easily 85.2 36.3 54.6 72.4 29.5 46.9
Reads with difficulty 10.0 28.9 21.8 121 21.6 17.8
Cannot read at all 4.8 34.8 23.6 15.5 48.9 353
Educational attainment
None 6.9 30.3 20.7 14.9 47.7 33.4
1-4 years 9.0 30.4 21.6 13.0 23.2 18.7
5-8 years 27.5 29.6 28.8 26.6 22.0 24.0
9-10 years 46.7 9.3 24.6 38.3 6.7 20.5
11-12 years 6.3 0.4 2.8 4.9 0.4 2.4
University 3.6 0.0 1.5 2.3 0.0 1.0

Analysis of educational attainment was restricted to those aged 15 and above, in order to provide a better estimate
of ultimate educational attainment, after the age of school leaving. Educational attainment is significantly lower
among young people in rural areas; 61 percent of rural boys and 71 percent of rural girls have less than 5 years of
education, compared to 16 percent of urban boys and 28 percent of urban girls. In contrast, 57 percent of urban
boys and 46 percent of urban girls have over 8 years of education, compared to 10 percent of rural boys and 7
percent of rural girls. Only 1 percent of young people attained the university level of education.

Girls have housework, so boys get better
grades... Our parents believe that a girl is

born to work. Female, age 20, Tigray

We sat on stones at my first school. It
was in the 7th grade that | started to sit
on chairs. Male, age 21, Tigray
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TABLE 5.4 Educational attainment: Mean years of schooling attained among those aged 15 and above,
by sex, type of place of residence, age group and region

Males (n=3,181) Females (n=3,558)

Characteristic Urban Rural All Urban Rural All
Current age

15-17 7.3 3.6 4.9 6.6 37 4.9
18-20 8.0 3.9 5.6 7.0 2.7 4.5
21-24 8.2 3.6 5.8 6.7 2.2 4.3
Region

Tigray 8.2 3.8 4.5 7.5 3.1 3.9
Afar 5.8 1.7 3.1 4.1 0.9 2.4
Ambhara 7.0 33 4.3 5.7 2.3 3.4
Oromiya 7.7 3.7 5.1 7.8 3.0 49
Beneshangul- Gumuz 6.5 4.7 5.0 4.6 2.8 3.1
SNNPR 8.8 5.6 7.0 7.5 4.2 5.7
Addis Ababa 8.3 - 8.3 6.9 - 6.9

Educational attainment was highest among urban boys in SNNPR (mean 8.8 years education), Addis Ababa (8.3
years), and Tigray (8.2 years) (Table 5.4). Lowest levels of attainment were among rural girls in Afar (<1 year),
Ambhara (2.3 years), and Beneshangul Gumuz (2.8 years). There were considerable gender differences in levels of
educational attainment in Beneshangul Gumuz, with nearly 2 years difference between mean educational attainment
of boys (5.0 years) compared to gitls (3.1 years).

5.2 EXPERIENCE OF SCHOOLING

Government schools were, by far, the most common type of school that young people attended (89 percent),
followed by private schools (5 percent) (Table 5.5). Virtually all schools attended by young people were mixed
sex (98 percent). Most students lived with parents while they were schooling. Many urban boys rented a room (12
percent), while considerably fewer urban girls rented (6 percent). More urban girls lived with other relatives (17
percent), than did urban boys (10 percent). On average, young people spent about one hour a day traveling to and
from school. Rural youth spent considerably more time in transit, an average of 77 minutes.

TABLE 5.5 Schooling experience: Type of school & living arrangements during most recent school, by sex and
type of place of residence

Males (n=3,885) Females (n=3,373)
Characteristic Urban Rural All Urban Rural All
Type of school*
Government school 85.3 91.7 89.0 82.4 97.1 90.0
Private school 9.1 11 4.6 11.4 0.9 6.0
Public/community-run school 3.3 3.0 3.1 5.0 1.3 3.0
Church based/religious school 1.6 4.1 3.0 0.7 0.6 0.7
Nongovernmental organization school 0.7 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.1 0.3
Living arrangements during schooling*
Living at home / with parents 74.6 89.9 83.2 70.3 91.6 81.3
Living with other relatives 10.4 4.9 7.3 17.0 5.0 10.8
Renting a room 11.5 3.2 6.8 5.8 14 3.6
Boarding in a dormitory 0.5 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.0 0.2
Other 3.0 1.9 2.4 6.4 2.0 4.1
Travel time to/from school (mean minutes) 50 74 62 53 82 70

* Current or most recent school.
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Gender attitudes toward schooling

Many young people and their parents held inequitable attitudes about the relative abilities of girls and boys in
school and the priority given to girls and boys. Nearly half of the respondents agreed with the statement that
“Boys are usually better at math than girls,” and over one third of young people agreed with the statement “Girls
are usually lazy in school” (Table 5.6). However, parents’ attitudes about education were not more inequitable
than young people’s attitudes. On three of the four statements related to education, a greater proportion of
parents held equitable attitudes than young people. Parents were only slightly more likely to believe boys should

be sent to school before girls when money is scarce.

TABLE 5.6 Education: Gender attitudes among young adults and parents toward education, by sex (percentage

holding inequitable attitudes)

Attitude Male youth Female youth
(n=4,669) (n=4,786)
Agree with “Boys are usually better at math than girls.” 48.9 46.1
Agree with “Most girls are lazy in school.” 36.2 33.6
Agree with “Girls are not as good as boys in school.” 26.1 22.8
Agree with “When a family is poor and cannot send all children to school, 233 19.7

boys should be sent before girls.”

Agree with “Boys are usually better at math than girls.”
Agree with “Most girls are lazy in school.”
Agree with “Girls are not as good as boys in school.”

Agree with “When a family is poor and cannot send all children to school,
boys should be sent before girls.”

Fathers (n=947)

Mothers (n=1,414)

39.8
29.3
23.0
27.0

43.5
30.6
21.9
25.5

Discrimination, violence, and harassment

Most students (86 percent) reported that teachers in their current or most recent schools treated boys and girls
equally (Table 5.7). Roughly one in ten young people reported that boys are favored by teachers over gitls. Boys
reported a greater degree of corporal punishment at the hands of teachers than did girls (20 percent of boys
and 15 percent of gitls). However, gitls were more likely to report that they had been harassed by boys/men at
school (8 percent) or harassed on the way to school (9 percent), than were boys (45 percent).

TABLE 5.7 Schooling experience: Treatment of teachers and experience of harassment, by sex*

Characteristic

Males (n=3,828)

Females (n=3,370)

Teacher treatment

Most teachers treated boys and girls equally

Most teachers favor boys over girls

Harassment and corporal punishment
A teacher of yours hit or beat you in the last year/school year
Students of the opposite sex tease(d) or harass(ed) you at school

People of the opposite sex bother(ed) or harass(ed) you on the way to and
from school

86.3
9.8

19.7
4.6
4.3

86.5
11.8

14.6
8.2
9.3

* Current or most recent school
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Family life education

Twenty-seven percent of respondents who had attended school reported receiving life skills/family life
education in the course of their school (Table 5.8). Respondents who reported receiving family life education in
school were asked about what they learned or topics covered, in an unprompted/spontaneous-response format.
The most common topic mentioned was health and hygiene, followed by HIV and AIDS, and family planning,
Only a minority of respondents reported that they learned about puberty or marriage in family life education.

TABLE 5.8 Schooling experience: Percentage of students receiving life skills/family life education and topics

covered, by sex and type of place of residence*

Males (n=3,873) Females (n=3,372)

Characteristic Urban Rural All Urban Rural All
Received family life education 29.8 25.7 27.4 28.2 26.1 27.1
Topics covered**

Health and hygiene 57.2 75.0 66.8 62.3 78.0 70.1
HIV and AIDS 62.5 62.7 62.6 51.6 53.6 52.6
Family planning 39.6 46.8 43.5 37.2 46.0 41.5
Population 40.7 29.7 34.8 25.9 25.5 25.7
Self esteem 30.7 18.3 24.0 24.0 23.8 23.9
Communication 315 22.9 26.9 21.2 14.8 18.0
Puberty 16.7 11.0 13.6 19.2 11.2 15.2
Marriage 11.0 6.4 8.5 17.5 7.9 12.8

* Current or most recent school. ** Among those reporting life skills/family life education; unprompted format.

They [teachers] want to use power... It makes
you hate them. They are not acting like teachers.
They can even take a whip, and that scares me
very mUCh. Male, age 19, Addis Ababa

I liked my teachers at times because they
encouraged me. | loved the advice they used to

give us to make us better people for tomorrow.
Male, age 23, SNNPR

2 Underreporting of topics may be possible because of the unprompted format of the question.
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CHAPTER S1x:  LIVELIHOODS

6.1 SKILLS TRAINING

Only 3 percent of boys and 4 percent of girls have received vocational or skills training (Table 6.1). Less than
1 percent of rural adolescents have received vocational or skills training, while 7 percent of urban boys and 9
percent of urban girls have received such training. The most common types of vocational training received by
males were auto mechanic (11 percent), woodworking (11 percent), metal work (10 percent), and construction
(6 percent). The most common courses taken by females were accounting (8 percent), computer (7 percent),
food preparation (7 percent), and textile production (6 percent) (information on types of training not shown).

TABLE 6.1 Livelihoods: Percentage of youth receiving vocational training, business training, or micro-credit, by sex
Characteristic Males (n=4,666) Females (n=4,782)
Ever received vocational or skills training 3.2 3.9

Completion of training*

Completed training 48.1 38.3
Dropped out of training 15.6 14.3
Still in training 36.3 47.4

Has put skills to use

Yes 34.1 27.1
No 65.9 72.9

Reason for not putting skills to use**

Could not find a job 66.8 76.1
No start-up capital 11.2 12.6
Do not know how to start 15.2 7.6
No place to locate business 6.8 3.7
Ever received entrepreneurship/business skills training 1.3 1.1
Ever received micro-credit/small business loan 0.8 2.0

* Among those ever enrolled for training. **Among those who have completed training.

Most respondents had not put their skills to use and the most common reason given was not being able to find
a job (67 percent of boys and 76 percent of girls), lack of start-up capital (11 percent of boys and 13 percent
of girls), and not knowing how to start (15 percent of boys and 8 percent of gitls). This suggests the need for
more than just skills training, but additional entrepreneurship training and job placement. Only 1 percent of
adolescents have received entrepreneurship training and 2 percent have received a micro-loan.

6.2 PAID WORK

Thirty-eight percent of males and 23 percent of females had ever worked for pay. Rural young people start
working at considerably younger ages than urban youth. Among young people who had worked for pay, 54
percent of rural boys and 40 percent of rural gitls started work before age 15, compared to 39 percent of urban
boys and 27 percent of urban girls.
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Types of paid work

Generally, urban young people were engaged in a much wider array of work roles than rural young people. The
most common work roles for boys was farming or herding, among 71 percent of rural boys and 46 percent of
boys, overall. Among gitls, the most common form of paid work was domestic work/cleaner, especially among
urban girls (37 percent), and 22 percent of gitls, overall. Petty trade and construction absorbed significant
proportions of young people. Thirteen percent of boys and 18 percent of girls were engaged in petty trade; 15
petrce