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'SHE KNEW ONLY WHEN THE GARLAND WAS PUT AROUND HER
NECK'" FINDINGS FROM AN EXPLORATORY STUDY ON EARLY

MARRIAGE IN RAJASTHAN

Background

Early marriage, that is, marriage below
18 years of age, violates girls' rights,
truncates their childhood and denies
them a say in the choice of partner and
timing of marriage. In India, despite
several policy and programme efforts,
early marriage persists with
considerable variation between and
within states. Unravelling the complex
drivers of early marriage in particular
contexts requires careful site-specific
diagnostic research. Whether and how
these downward pressures on age at
marriage are ameliorated by India's
national and state efforts to foster later
marriage is not well understood.
Research is required at the community
level to understand the extent of actual
implementation of various policies and
programmes intended to prevent early
marriage and the extent to which such
efforts have found acceptability among
parents and the community. To begin to
fill this gap in existing research, and to
inform the possible future development
of programmes, the Population Council
undertook an exploratory, qualitative
study in two districts in Rajasthan.

Description of Project

Sites: The study was conducted in rural
settings in the districts of Alwar and
Tonk in Rajasthan, India. With 41
percent of 15-19-year-old girls and 15
percent of boys already married, the
state of Rajasthan records the highest
rates of early marriage among all states
in India. The study districts were
purposely selected to represent
contrasting situations with respect to
rates of early marriage —  Alwar
representing districts with rates of early
marriage similar to that of the state
average and Tonk representing high
prevalence districts.

Study Design: A qualitative study was
conducted in four villages in Ramgarh
Block in Alwar and four villages in Toda
Rai Singh Block in Tonk during August-
September 2005. The two blocks were
purposely selected to cover villages that
would provide a wide representation of
religious and caste groups. Data tools
included in-depth interviews, focus
group discussions and key informant
interviews. The study participants
included married and unmarried
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