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Naomi Rutenberg, Ph.D. 
 

 

Summary of Relevant Experience 
 

Naomi Rutenberg has 25 years of professional experience worldwide in implementation and administration of 

behavioral and program research on HIV and AIDS and family planning. Currently a Vice President, leading the 

Population Council’s HIV and AIDS Program, Dr. Rutenberg brings 15 years of experience in managing donor-

financed regional and global research programs and multinational staff of senior-level researchers. She previously 

served as Director of the Council’s USAID-funded Horizons Program and the SEARCH IQC. Dr. Rutenberg has 

broad technical knowledge and research expertise, including applied, behavioral, operations, and health services and 

health-systems research; program evaluation; surveillance and analysis of epidemiologic trends; project design; 

proposal development; project management; and monitoring and evaluation. Dr. Rutenberg has extensive experience 

in promoting the use of research results for program strengthening through peer-reviewed publications, reports, 

presentations, and other media, including eight years of disseminating research findings on HIV prevention, care, 

and treatment. She speaks English and Portuguese. 

 

Professional Experience 
 

January 2010 – Present  

January 2007 – 

December 2009 

Vice President, HIV and AIDS Program, Population Council, New York, NY 

Program Director, HIV and AIDS Program, Population Council, New York, NY 

Provides overall strategic direction and leadership in program development for the 

Population Council's HIV and AIDS program and oversight to all program activities 

including basic research in immunology, microbicides development, and social science 

and public health research. Fosters the formulation of evidence-based policies and the 

development, evaluation, and scale-up of effective service-delivery models. Member of the 

senior management team of the Population Council. 

 

2005 –2006 

 

 

Program Director, Horizons Program, Population Council, Washington, DC 

Directed $105-million USAID-funded HIV and AIDS operations research Horizons 

Program, including strategic planning, technical oversight, finance and administration. 

Recruited and supervised 30 staff in the Washington, DC and field offices. Provided 

liaison with USAID and other donors concerning program planning, dissemination of 

findings, and technical and administrative reports. Disseminated key results, lessons 

learned, and best practices in peer-reviewed journals, program reports, conferences, and 

other media and interpersonal channels. Represented Horizons and the Population Council 

to partner, donor, and multilateral agencies. Developed funding proposals to leverage 

USAID funding and expand global HIV/AIDS research agenda. 

 

2004 – 2005 
 

Senior Program Associate and Deputy Director, Horizons Program, Population 

Council, Washington, DC 

Assisted Program Director in management of Horizons Program, including strategic 

planning, technical oversight, finance and administration; acted as Program Director when 

required. Principal or co-investigator for operations research of the prevention of mother-

to-child transmission of HIV, pediatric HIV care, and HIV prevention and care for health 

workers. Built capacity for public health research among organizations and individuals in 

developing countries and among junior colleagues. Promoted use of research results for 

strategic planning and program strengthening through peer-reviewed publications, 

conferences, and other media and interpersonal channels. 

 

1998 – 2004 
 

Senior Program Associate and Research Director, 1999–2004; Program Associate, 

1998–99, Horizons Program, Population Council, Nairobi, Kenya, and Washington, DC  

Directed development of research agenda. Managed research-implementation activities, 

including proposal development, data collection and analysis, and dissemination of 

research results. Assisted in management of Horizons Program. Principal investigator on 
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studies of operational strategies for the prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV 

and the impact of HIV on young people in South Africa. 

 

1995 – 1998 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1992 – 1995 

 

 

 

 

1985 – 1992 

Deputy Director for East and Southern Africa, Africa Operations Research and 

Technical Assistance (OR/TA) Project II, Population Council, Nairobi, Kenya 

Assisted Project Director in management of Africa OR/TA Project II, including strategic 

planning, technical oversight, and administration. Acted as Project Director when required. 

Principal or co-investigator for studies of young people’s reproductive health, expanding 

male involvement in reproductive health, and strengthening nongovernmental organization 

capacity. 

 

Senior Research Scientist, The Futures Group International, Washington, DC  

Directed The Futures Group International subaward under the EVALUATION Project. 

Designed and implemented training and technical assistance activities, developed 

evaluation plans, and coauthored manuals and software for family planning program 

evaluation. 

 

Demographic Specialist, Demographic and Health Surveys Program, Macro 

International, Columbia, MD 

 Provided technical assistance and training in survey design, implementation, and analysis 

of Demographic and Health Surveys in developing countries. Authored and collaborated 

on reports and papers on fertility change, contraceptive use, adolescent childbearing, 

nuptiality, sexual behavior, and maternal mortality in sub-Saharan Africa and Latin 

America. 

 

Countries of Professional Experience 
 

Sub-Saharan Africa: Botswana, Ghana, Kenya (three years’ residence), South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, 

Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe; Latin America and the Caribbean: Brazil and Trinidad and Tobago; Asia: Burma, 

India, and Indonesia 

 

Education 
 

1993 Ph.D.: sociology and demography, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 

1988 Master of Arts: sociology and demography, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 

1983 Master of Arts: Latin American studies, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 

1981 Bachelor of Arts: history, Yale University, New Haven, CT 

 

Languages 
 

English, 5S/5R; Portuguese, 2S/3R; French, 2R 
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