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SECTION D: READING RECORD AND COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS (ENGLISH) 

 [Instructions to Interviewer: Hand the sheet with the English passage back to the respondent 

and read the following:] 

 

“Now I am going to ask you to read a short story out loud.  I will time you and stop you after 

one minute.  When I tell you to start, read aloud.  You should read as quickly as you can, but 

without rushing, because I am also interested in what you remember from the story.  After you 

have read from the passage, I may ask you a few questions about it.  This is NOT a test. No one 

else will see the result and it will NOT affect your grade or promotion in school.” 

 

[Instructions to interviewer: While marking the English passage as the participant reads, use the 

same symbols for marking as used in the Chichewa passage above.  However, only mark 

words as incorrect if they are very badly mispronounced or if they say a different word. If the 

respondent does not finish in one minute or less, place a bracket “]” after the last word read.] 

 

  

MMAARRKKIINNGGSS::    MMIISSSSEEDD  //  SSKKIIPPPPEEDD  WWOORRDD  ((SSLLAASSHH  ==  //))        TTOOTTAALL  WWOORRDDSS  MMIISSSSEEDD  [[________]]  

        SSEERRIIOOUUSSLLYY  MMIISSPPRROONNOOUUNNCCEEDD  OORR  IINNCCOORRRREECCTT  WWOORRDD  ((  XX))                    TTOOTTAALL  WWOORRDDSS  IINNCCOORRRREECCTT[[________]]  

        RREEPPEEAATTEEDD  WWOORRDD  ((CCIIRRCCLLEE))                                  TTOOTTAALL  WWOORRDDSS  RREEPPEEAATTEEDD  [[________]]  

        AADDDDEEDD  WWOORRDD  PPRRIIOORR  TTOO  ((++))            TTOOTTAALL  WWOORRDDSS  AADDDDEEDD  [[________]]  

 

English  

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Long ago all  animals lived together in one big village. 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Hawk made friends with hen. They ate together and helped 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

each other  all the time. Their children also played together.  

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 

Hen’s children were very  careless. They liked to play with 

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

their mother’s pots and anything they found in the house. 

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 

One day, Hen wanted to mend her torn skirt. She 

61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 

looked for her sewing needle but she could not find 

71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 

it. She called one of her children to go and 

81 82 83 84 85 86     

borrow a needle from Aunt Hawk.     
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RREEAADDIINNGG  RREECCOORRDD::  

 Interviewer: If the respondent finishes reading before one minute is over, click stopwatch when 

finished so you know how much time was taken.  If the respondent has not finished by the time 

one minute has elapsed, ask him or her to stop reading. Take reading passage sheet from 

respondent before filling out section below. 

D1 Did the respondent finish the reading 

passage in one minute or less? 

NO 

YES 

0 

1 

       D3 

D2 Record time on the stopwatch, if 

completed in one minute or less. 

Note: Time should not exceed 60 

seconds. 

Time in seconds  [__|__] 
  

D3 Did the respondent finish the first five 

sentences in the passage [past word 

#35]?    

If no to D3 END 

If yes to D3continue to D4. 

NO 

YES 

0 

1 

     SECT E 

     D4 

 

EENNGGLLIISSHH  RREEAADDIINNGG  CCOOMMPPRREEHHEENNSSIIOONN  QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS::  

 Interviewer: Read each of the following questions out loud to respondent. Do not show 

questions or answers to respondent.  

“Now I’m going to ask you some questions about the story.  Try to answer each question and 

tell me if you don’t know the answer.” 

 

 

 Question Answer – Do Not Read     

D4 
Where did all the 

animals live? 

Correct answer:    

“in a big village” or “in a 

village” 

INCORRECT…............................... 

CORRECT….................................. 

DON’T KNOW............................... 

 

0 

1 

88 

 

 

D5 
Whose children were 

careless? 

Correct answer:    

“hens” 

INCORRECT…............................... 

CORRECT….................................. 

DON’T KNOW............................... 

 

0 

1 

88 

 

 

D6 
What did hen want to 

mend? 

Correct answer:  

“her torn skirt” or “her 

skirt” 

INCORRECT…............................... 

CORRECT….................................. 

DON’T KNOW............................... 

 

0 

1 

88 

 

 

D7 
What could hen not 

find? 
 

Correct answer:   

“her sewing needle” or 

“her needle” 

INCORRECT…............................... 

CORRECT….................................. 

DON’T KNOW............................... 

 

0 

1 

88 

 

 

D8 
Who did hen’s child go 

to in order to borrow a 

needle? 

Correct answer:   

“Aunt Hawk” or “the 

Hawk” 

INCORRECT…............................... 

CORRECT….................................. 

DON’T KNOW............................... 

 

0 

1 

88 

 

 

 

TIME END [__|__]:[__|__] (24 HOUR TIME) 



 
 School ID:    Adol ID:   

LIFE EVENTS 
RESPONDENT IDENTIFICATION 

Surname: ___________________________ First name:  ______________________________   Other names: _____________________________  

 

INTERVIEWER’S VISIT INFORMATION  
Day:  [___|___] Interviewer ID:  [___|___|___]      

Month: [___|___] Result code:  [___] 1=complete;  2= partially complete;  3=refused 

Year: 2011  Language:  [___] 1=Chichewa;  2=Yao;  3=Other _____________  

 

LE1a: Sequence reported in R3 LE2a: Sequence reported in R4 Consistent   LE3a: Sequence in R5 <reconciled>  
 across rounds?       
    
 

 
 

LE1b: Ages reported in R3 LE2b: Ages reported in R4 Consistent     LE3b: Ages of events in R5 <reconciled> 
 across rounds?       
    
 

 

 
 

Script_LE4: Script_LE4: “Now I would like to ask you about how close together these events happened.” 
 

LE4: Did the _______ event and the _______ event happen…?    

      

  

 

[
[Make sure that answers are consistent with ages of events reported above; if not, probe 
respondent to resolve inconsistencies] 

FOR DATA ENTRY 

 SUPERVISOR LOGGED BY CHECKED BY ENTERED BY 

INITIALS     

DATE     

 1
st

 and 2
nd

 
events 

2
nd

 and 3
rd

 
events 

3
rd

 and 4
th

 
events 

4
th

 and 5
th

 
events 

Less than one month apart 1 1 1 1 

Less than six months apart 2 2 2 2 

Less than one year apart 3 3 3 3 

More than one year apart 4 4 4 4 

One or both not happened yet 9 9 9 9 

  

1
st

 
event 

 

2
nd

 
event 

 

3
rd

 
event 

 

4
th

 
event 

 

5
th

 
event 

  

1
st

 
event 

 

2
nd

 
event 

 

3
rd

 
event 

 

4
th

 
event 

 

5
th

 
event 

[Insert 1
st

, 2
nd

, 

3
rd event…] 

[Insert next 

event] 

 

Instructions: Show the respondent the five life event cards and explain what they mean. Explain that the reverse side of each card indicates that the event has not yet occurred. Remind the 
respondent of the sequence he/she reported in Rounds 3 and 4, where data are available. If the three events that were asked in both rounds appear in a consistent sequence, confirm the 
sequence with the respondent and ask if any additional events have occurred.  If the sequence is inconsistent, reconcile the inconsistency before asking for additional events. Using the 
event codes, record the sequence of events in LE3a. Enter a 0 to indicate that an event has not yet occurred.  Perform the same exercise for ages at event and enter ages in LE3b.   

 

DK=88 DK=88 DK=88 DK=88 DK=88 

 

1
st

 
event 

 

2
nd

 
event 

 

3
rd

 
event 

 

1
st

 
event 

 

2
nd

 
event 

 

3
rd

 
event 

 

1
st

 
event 

 

1
st

 
event 

 

2
nd

 
event 

 

2
nd

 
event 

 

3
rd

 
event 

 

3
rd

 
event 

 

4
th

 
event 

 

4
th

 
event 

 

5
th

 
event 

 

5
th

 
event 



LIFE EVENTS REFERENCE SHEET 
 

EVENT A 

School leaving  Kusiyiratu sukulu 

      
 

The time when the respondent permanently left 

school, with no expectation of returning. 

Respondents not currently attending school 

have not left school if they intend to go back. 

 

EVENT C 

Marriage  Kukwatiwa/kukwatira 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The very first time the respondent got married, 

or lived with someone as if married 

EVENT E 

Childbirth  Kubereka 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For female respondents: The very first time she 

gave birth to a live child 

 

For male respondents: The very first time a 

woman gave birth to a live child of which he 

was the father 

EVENT B 

Sex  Kugonana 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The very first time the respondent had vaginal 

sex 

 

 

EVENT D 

Pregnancy  Kutenga mimba 

 

                               
 

For female respondents: The very first time she 

became pregnant, regardless of whether the 

pregnancy resulted in a live birth 

 

For male respondents: The very first time a 

woman became pregnant with his child, 

regardless of whether the pregnancy resulted in 

a live birth 

 

  

 

Please remember that for events that can 

happen more than once (marriage, 

pregnancy, and childbirth) we are interested 

only in the very first time the event occurred.  

Do not record any event more than once on 

the life events form. 

Events that have not yet occurred are marked 

with a red X on the reverse side of each card. 


